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loss that she had been able to meet anyone, and she came at last, dressed in deep mourning, a shadow of her former self, but with one white rose in her black hair as her Arthur loved to see her."
" The Two Voices " or " Thoughts of a Suicide " was begun under the cloud of this overwhelming sorrow, which, as my father told me, for a while blotted out all joy from his life, and made him long for death, in spite of his feeling that he was in some measure a help and comfort to his sister. But such a first friendship and such a loss helped to reveal himself to himself, while he enshrined his sorrow in his song. Tennant writes: " Alfred although much broken in spirits is yet able to divert his thoughts from gloomy brooding, and keep his mind in activity."
In the earliest manuscript of " The Two Voices " a fine verse is found which was omitted in the published edition as too dismal (after "under earth").
From when his baby pulses beat
To when his hands in their last heat
Pick at the death-mote in the sheet.
Then in the same manuscript-book come the first written sections of " In Memoriam," in the following order:
Fair ship that from the Italian shore.
(written on a stray sheet]
With trembling fingers did we weave. When Lazarus left his charnel-cave. This truth came borne with bier and pali It draweth near the birth of Christ.
And between " With trembling fingers " and " When Lazarus left his charnel-cave " he has written the first draft of his " Morte d'Arthur."